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Q4. Show to what extent subjectivity plays an important role in Kierkegaad’s Existentialism.

INTRODUCTION 
BI: The central issue of Existentialism is the concrete acting individual, who not only thinks, but most of all exist, by engaging in a conscious activity of will and choice.
Définition: subjectivity; that which makes up a person’s unique existence.
Existentialism; a doctrine concerned with human existence and the quality of his existence
Problematic: what major role is played by subjectivity in kierkegaad’s Existentialism?

BODY 
A: Role of subjectivity in Kierkegaard’s Existentialism 

- Determines thé existence of the individual- who strives, considers alternatives, chooses, decides and most especially commits himself . 
- emphasizes on the individual as an actor and not a spectator- a concrete individual actively involved in existence, who consciously and not passively participates in an act .

- places emphasis on the uniqueness of the an individual’s existence- existence as inwardness and introspection into an individual’s being. > it is not objective and outward. The individual is not considered as an abstraction.

- asserts that human existence is always individual in nature and not social or related to the crowd- the crowd is an inhuman quality, where man loses his identity, or man is reduced to a specimen.> Man cannot be edify himself or be edified in a crowd. To hide behind the crowd is considered as cowardice.

- It shows that man is a self, where man relates himself to himself- hence man becomes a synthesis of the infinite and the finite, of the temporal and the eternal; of freedom and necessity. By this synthesis, man actualisés himself and makes his possibilities real by self-réalisation.

- subjectivity is equated to Truth- for the existing, striving and deciding individual, there is no prefabricated truth outside. Truth is individual(personal and not impersonal) and inward intensity of feeling or faith. Truth says Kierkegaard, is “ an objective uncertainty held fast by an approximation- process of the most passionate inwardness”. The communicator of truth is a single individual.

B: limitations of Kierkegaard’s subjectivity 
- it limits the role of speculative reason in mans action and determination of his existence. 

- places too much value on the supernatural in the plenitude of mans concrete existence- the role of faith. There is a subtle implication on the fact that mans existence is determined by God instead of by himself. 

-  Does not clearly outline the place of mans responsibility vis-a- vis others> existence is not isolation from others

- the assertion of mans freedom is controversial in Kierkegaard’s subjectivity- there cannot be choice and commitment without freedom ; and Kierkegaard is not clear on that . 

 CONCLUSION 
- General summery 
- personal assessment 
- significance 
